Oxford and Its Story

Oxford that has been grafted on the old. On the
extreme rijiht you see a curious open-air pulpit of
stone, from which the University sermon used to be

preached on S,
John the Bap-
tist's Day. On
that occasion the
pulpit, as well as
the surrounding
buildings, was
strewn with
rushes and
boughs in token
of S. John's
preaching in the
wilderness.

In the Middle
Ages the chief
executive officers
of the University
were the Proc-
tors, who areiirst
mentioned   in
1248. The ori-
gin of their office
isobscure. They
were responsible
for the collection
and expenditure
of   the  common   funds   of   the  University,, and as
a record of this function  they still retain  in their
robes a   purse,1  a   rudimentary  organ,  as  it  were,
atrophied   by disuse,  but   traceable  in a triangular
bunch of stuff,at,the back, of ^ the shoulder.    Apart
from this duty and, that of regulating the^ system of
1 Otherwise held to be the remnant of a tippet :
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